
Only those regulations published by the Georg-August-Universität Göttingen in its 
Official Bulletins are legally binding. Any claims to rights or titles resulting from the 
English translation of these regulations are expressly excluded. 

Faculty of Economic Science: 
Following the decision of the Faculty Council of Economic Science on 07.02.2024, the 

Presidential Board of the University of Göttingen approved the third amendment to the 

examination and study regulations for the Bachelor's degree programme "Sustainable 

Development Studies" on 03.04.2024 in the version published on 15.08.2022 (Official 

Announcements I Nr. 36/2022 p. 697), last amended by the Presidential Board's resolution of 

31.07.2023 (Official Announcements I No. 25/2023 p. 801), (§ 44 section 1 sentence 2 NHG 

in the version published on 26.02.2007 (Nds. GVBl. p. 69), last amended by Article 12 of the 

Act of 14.12.2023 (Nds. GVBl. p. 320); §§ 37 section 1 sentence 3 no. 5 b, 44 section 1 

sentence 3 NHG). 

Examination and Study Regulations for the Bachelor's Degree Programme 
"Sustainable Development Studies" at the Georg-August-University of Göttingen 

§ 1 Scope 

(1) The provisions of the "General Examination Regulations for Bachelor's and Master's 

Degree Programmes and Other Degree Programmes at the University of Göttingen" (APO) 

and the "Framework Examination and Study Regulations for Bachelor's Degree Programmes 

in the Faculty of Business and Economics" (RPO-BA), as amended, apply to the Bachelor's 

degree programme in Sustainable Development Studies at the University of Göttingen. 

(2) These regulations govern the further provisions for the completion of the bachelor's degree 

programme. 

§ 2 Qualification Objectives 

1In addition to the general objectives of the bachelor's degree programme defined in the RPO-

BA, graduates of the Bachelor's degree programme in Sustainable Development Studies 

should have extensive specialist knowledge in development studies, methodological 

knowledge in economics and social sciences, language skills in English and intercultural skills 

for working in or with the Global South, taking into account the requirements and changes in 

the professional world. 2Graduates are familiar with the latest developments in development 

studies and have the ability to map and analyse complex problems of the Global South in their 



relevant economic, political and social context. 3They are able to take into account the 

interdependencies within and between the subject areas and additionally include social 

consequences in the decision-making process, thereby supporting interdisciplinary thinking 

and responsible action. 4They acquire the ability to carry out independent scientific work, to 

critically categorise scientific findings and to communicate and cooperate within science and 

with various stakeholders in society. 5By focussing on the aspect of sustainability, graduates 

are familiar with the economic, ecological and social dimensions of sustainability and are thus 

supported in the development and application of scenarios for sustainable action as well as in 

their development into responsible and critically thinking people. 6In addition, diversity-oriented 

perspectives are incorporated into the subject content, which contributes to the ability to reflect 

on stereotypes and prejudices and to identify discrimination. 7To develop an individual profile, 

in addition to a sound education in development studies, students also acquire specialised 

knowledge through a suitable subject-specific or regional focus in the areas of development 

economics, globalisation, sustainability or regional studies. 8The programme structure also 

ensures the acquisition of relevant digital skills for study, research, career and social 

participation in a manner appropriate to the subject. 9During a mandatory study abroad, 

students are taught specialist knowledge from a different perspective and have the opportunity 

to gain experience in countries of the Global South, acquire intercultural skills in a development 

context and expand their language skills. 10The international orientation of the degree 

programme prepares students for an international working environment in development 

cooperation or in international organisations, associations, non-governmental organisations, 

internationally oriented companies and research institutions, which opens up excellent career 

opportunities. 11In addition, the programme forms the basis for a consecutive master's degree. 

§ 3 Content Structure of the Bachelor's Degree Programme and Credit Requirements 

(1) 1The 180 C required to pass the bachelor's examination are acquired through compulsory, 

compulsory elective and elective modules as well as the bachelor's thesis. 2In addition to the 

specialised studies, the degree programme also includes a specialisation and elective area for 

individual study design, which may also include the teaching of key competencies. 

(2) The degree programme is divided into a two-semester first part of studies (orientation 

phase), in which 60 C must be acquired through compulsory modules, and a second stage of 

studies (3rd to 6th semester), in which 120 C must be acquired through compulsory, 

compulsory elective and elective modules as well as the bachelor's thesis. 

(3) 1The number, type and scope of the modules to be successfully completed are regulated 

in the module overview (Appendix I). 2A recommendation for the appropriate structure of the 



degree programme can be found in the attached curricula (Appendix II). 3The module 

catalogue is published separately; it is an integral part of these regulations insofar as the 

modules are listed in the module overview (Appendix I). 

§ 4 First Part of Studies (Orientation Phase) 

(1) 1In the orientation phase, students should acquire knowledge of the fundamental problems 

and approaches of development studies as well as some important neighbouring disciplines 

and they should acquire basic knowledge in the field of ethnology and the economic fields of 

microeconomics and macroeconomics. 2At the same time, students will acquire knowledge of 

economic methods. 3The modules to be completed in the orientation phase can be found in 

the module catalogue and are listed in Appendix I. 4A preparatory course in Sustainable 

Development Studies is offered at the beginning of the programme and students are strongly 

recommended to attend this course. 5In addition, a prepaatory course in mathematics is 

offered, which enables students to refresh their knowledge of mathematics before starting the 

degree programme. 

(2) All courses in the orientation phase with the code B.WIWI-OPH are offered every semester. 

(3) There are no module-specific admission prerequisites and no admission restrictions for the 

courses of the orientation phase. 

(4) The diagram in Appendix II provides a recommendation for an appropriate structure of the 

orientation phase. 

§ 5 Second Stage of Studies (In-Depth and Specialisation Studies) 

(1) The in-depth and specialisation studies serve to complete the basic education as well as 

to deepen the knowledge through a suitable professional or regional focus and thus creates 

the possibility of specialisation according to individual ideas and career goals or for continuing 

education. 

(2) 1The bachelor's degree programme includes a one-semester study period at a foreign 

University in a country of the Global South in accordance with the DAC list of the OECD as 

amended. 2During the period of study abroad, students should complete coursework 

equivalent to 30 C, but at least 18 C must be completed. 3The coursework completed should 

be related to sustainable development studies, ideally to the chosen specialisation. 4The 

coursework must essentially correspond to the requirements of a bachelor's degree 

programme and may not already be the subject of a module examination already taken or to 

be taken as part of this degree programme before the start of the stay abroad. 5The 



Examination Board shall decide on the recognition of the coursework completed at the foreign 

University. 6This should be bindingly stipulated prior to the stay abroad by concluding a 

learning agreement. 7Failed examinations during the one-semester study programme at a 

foreign university can be retaken at the University of Göttingen. 8As an alternative to the 

semester abroad at a University in the Global South according to sentence 1, the module 

B.WIWI.SDS.0005 "Internship in the Global South" or the module B.WIWI.SDS.0006 "Field 

Research in the Global South" totalling 18 C can be completed. 

(3) The 120 C to be completed in the second stage of the programme are made up as follows: 

- 36 C in the advanced study section, 

- 48 C in the area of specialisation, 

- 24 C in the elective area and 

- 12 C in the bachelor's thesis. 

The bachelor's thesis is written in the chosen specialisation. 

(4) The modules that can be taken in the individual study sections and areas can be found in 

the module catalogue and are shown in Appendix I. 

(5) The diagram in Appendix II provides a schematic overview of the structure of the second 

stage of the programme and contains a suggested timetable. 

§ 6 Specialisation Area 

(1) 1Students on the Bachelor's degree programme in Sustainable Development Studies must 

choose a specialisation area during the second stage of their studies. 2Recommendations 

regarding the selection of modules suitable for the desired profile will be given during the study 

advisory and information events organised by the faculty. 

(2) 1Students must choose a specialisation during the course of their studies, which is shown 

on the Bachelor's certificate. 2The following specialisations can be chosen: 

- Development Economics 

- Globalisation 

- Sustainability 

- Regional Studies 

(3) 1In order to be awarded a specialisation, students must successfully complete modules 

totalling at least 48 C that can be credited to the respective specialisation. 2Crediting of the 

bachelor's thesis is not possible. 3The modules to be allocated to the specialisations can be 

found in the digital module directory and are listed in Appendix I. 



(4) 1Students who intend to complete the bachelor's degree programme as a basis for a 

subsequent master's degree programme are recommended to acquire scientific knowledge 

and methods through a suitable selection of modules. 2Students who are aiming for the 

consecutive Master's degree programme in Development Economics are recommended to 

specialise in Development Economics. 3Students wishing to pursue the consecutive Master's 

degree programme in International Economics are recommended to specialise in 

Globalisation. 4Students who are aiming for the consecutive Master's degree programme 

"Agricultural Sciences" or "Sustainable International Agriculture" are recommended to 

specialice in "Sustainability". 5Students who are aiming for the consecutive Master's degree 

programme "Modern Indian Studies" or "Ethnology" are recommended to specialise in 

"Regional Studies" with the corresponding module selection. 6Students who wish to switch to 

professional practice after their bachelor's degree programme are recommended to acquire 

both subject-specific and interdisciplinary professional knowledge and skills. 7The acquisition 

of subject-specific professional qualification knowledge can be achieved in particular by 

specialising in a subject (cf. section 2) and by working on a topic that directly qualifies for a 

profession as part of the bachelor's thesis. 

§ 7 Entry into Force; Transitional Provisions 

(1) These regulations shall enter into force on 01.10.2022 following their publication in the 

Official Announcements I of the Georg-August-University of Göttingen. 

(2) 1Students who began their studies before an amendment to these Examination and Study 

Regulations came into force and were continuously enrolled on this degree programme will be 

examined in accordance with the Examination and Study Regulations in the version valid 

before the amendment came into force. 2In the case of examinations still to be taken, this does 

not apply to the module overview and module descriptions, unless the protection of a student's 

legitimate expectations requires a different decision by the Examination Board. 3A deviating 

decision is possible in particular in cases in which an examination can be repeated or a 

compulsory or required compulsory elective module has been significantly changed or 

cancelled. 4The Examination Board may issue general regulations in this regard. 
5Examinations in accordance with a version of these Examination and Study Regulations that 

was valid before an amendment came into force shall be taken for the last time in the sixth 

semester following the amendment coming into force. 6Upon application, students pursuant to 

sentence 1 shall be examined in accordance with the provisions of the amended regulations. 

  



Appendix I: Module Overview 

A total of at least 180 C must be successfully completed in accordance with the following 

provisions. 

I. First Part of Studies (Orientation Phase) (60 C) 

The orientation phase comprises the following compulsory modules totalling 60 C, which must 

be successfully completed: 

B.Eth.311B   Introduction to Ethnology     6 C 

B.WIWI-OPH.0002  Mathematics       8 C 

B.WIWI-OPH.0006  Statistics       8 C 

B.WIWI-OPH.0007  Microeconomics I      6 C 

B.WIWI-OPH.0008  Macroeconomics I      6 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0001  Introduction to Sustainable Development Studies I  6 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0002  Introduction to Sustainable Development Studies II  6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0002  Macroeconomics II      6 C 

SK.FS.EN-FSD-B2-2  English for Sustainable Development Studies 1 - B2.2 4 C 

SK.FS.EN-FSD-C1-1  English for Sustainable Development Studies 2 - C1.1 4 C 

II Second Stage of Studies (120 C) 

1. Specialisation Area (36 C) 

The specialisation area comprises the following compulsory modules totalling 36 C, which 

must be successfully completed: 

B.Eth.312A(SDS)  The ethnological analysis of society, 

Politics and Economics     6 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0003  International Relations and Development Policy  6 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0004  Qualitative Methods for Sustainable  

Development Studies      6 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0012  Reflections of Sustainable Development Studies  6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0001  Microeconomics II      6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0041  Introduction to Development Economics   6 C 

2. Specialisation Area (48 C) 

A specialisation area must be selected and modules totalling at least 48 C must be successfully 

completed in accordance with the following provisions. 



a. Specialisation area "Development Economics" 

aa. The following modules totalling 12 C must be completed: 

B.WIWI-VWL.0006  Growth and Development     6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0007  Introduction to Econometrics     6 C 

ab. Modules totalling at least 36 C must be successfully completed: 

B.Geg.08   Economic Geography      7 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0006  Field Research in the Global South    18 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0007  Sustainable Development Economics Seminar 

in the specialisation Development Economics  6 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0010  Economics of Latin America     6 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0011  Economics of Africa      6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0069  Urban Economics      6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0079  Applications of Game Theory to Development Economics 6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0084  Introduction to Global Health     6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0085  Poor Economics      6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0090  Planetary Health      6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0091  Introduction to Gender and Development   6 C 

The module B.WIWI-SDS.0005 Internship in the Global South (18 C) can be included in the 

specialisation upon request if it fits in with the content of the specialisation. The examination is 

carried out by the person responsible for the specialisation. 

b. Specialisation area "Globalisation" 

ba. The following modules totalling 12 C must be completed: 

B.WIWI-VWL.0005  Fundamentals of International Economicrelations  6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0007  Introduction to Econometrics     6 C 

bb. Modules totalling at least 36 C must be successfully completed: 

B.Geg.08   Economic Geography      7 C 

B.Pol.800   Advanced module International Relations   8 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0006  Field Research in the Global South    18 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0008  Sustainable Development Economics Seminar 

in the specialisation Globalisation    6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0059  International Financial Markets    6 C 



B.WIWI-VWL.0070  International Economic Policy    6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0076  International Trade: Theory and Policy   6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0081  Firms and Workers in International Markets   6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0084  Introduction to Global Health     6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0089  Globalisation of Financial Markets, Financial Stability  

and the Real Economy     6 C 

The module B.WIWI-SDS.0005 Internship in the Global South (18 C) can be included in the 

specialisation upon request if it fits in with the specialisation in terms of content. The 

examination is carried out by the person responsible for the specialisation. 

c. Specialisation Area "Sustainability" 

ca. The following modules totalling 12 C must be completed: 

B.WIWI-VWL.0065  Environmental Economics     6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0090  Planetary Health      6 C 

cb. Modules totalling at least 36 C must be successfully completed: 

B.Agr.0001   Agroecology and Environmental Policy   6 C 

B.Agr.0006   Fundamentals of Agricultural Policy and  

Agricultural Market Theory     6 C 

B.Agr.0320    Introduction to Tropical and International Agriculture 6 C 

B.Agr.0323   Sustainability of Production Systems   6 C 

B.Agr.0389   Seminar Environmental and Resource Economics  6 C 

B.Agr.0391   Sociology of Food and Global Food Trends   6 C 

B.Agr.0398   Seminar Sustainable Land Management   6 C 

B.Agr.0430   Food Systems and Healthy Diets    6 C 

B.Forst.1127   Forest and Environmental Policy    3 C 

B.Forst.1213   Sustainability – Fundamentals    3 C 

B.Geg.08   Economic Geography      7 C 

B.Geg.34   Current Topics in Human Geography I   6 C 

B.WIWI-BWL.0072  Corporate Management and Corporate Governance 6 C 

B.WIWI-BWL.0093  Sustainability Management and Controlling   6 C 

B.WIWI-BWL.0103  Introduction to Sustainability Reporting   6 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0006  Field Research in the Global South    18 C 



B.WIWI-SDS.0009  Sustainable Development Economics Seminar  

with a focus on sustainability     6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0007  Introduction to Econometrics     6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0084  Introduction to Global Health     6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0086  Fridays for Sustainability: Behavioural Economic  

Aspects of the environment and sustainability  6 C 

B.WIWI-VWL.0091  Introduction to Gender and Development   6 C 

B.ÖSM.112   Environmental and Resource Policy    6 C 

The module B.WIWI-SDS.0005 Internship in the Global South (18 C) can be included in the 

specialisation upon request if it fits in with the content of the specialisation. The examination is 

carried out by the person responsible for the specialisation. 

The module B.WIWI-VWL.0007 "Introduction to Econometrics" should be completed if a 

master's degree programme in economics is intended (for example "Development 

Economics"). 

d. Specialisation Area "Regional Studies" 

For the specialisation area "Regional Studies", thematic modules totalling at least 36 C and 

language courses totalling at least 12 C must be completed. It is recommended to choose the 

region (East Asia, South Asia, Africa or Latin America) in which the semester abroad will be 

spent, but a combination of several regions is also possible. The offer of the following modules 

is partly irregular. 

da. Thematic modules totalling at least 36 C must be successfully completed: 

B.Eth.331B  Regional Ethnology I (Basic)      6 C 

B.Eth.332B  Regional Ethnology II (small advanced module)   6 C 

B.Eth.333  Regional Ethnology III (specialisation)    6 C 

B.Eth.341B  Ethnological Research Topics & Theories I (Basic)   6 C 

B.Eth.342B  Ethnological Research Topics & Theories II 

   (small advanced module)      6 C 

B.Eth.343  Ethnological Research Topics & Theories III (specialisation) 6 C 

B.Eth.344B  Application-oriented research questions (Basic)   6 C 

B.Geg.08  Economic Geography       7 C 

B.Geg.34  Current Topics in Human Geography I    6 C 

B.MIS.110  Fundamentals of Indian Studies I     7 C 



B.MIS.111  Fundamentals of Indian Studies II     7 C 

B.MIS.115  Modern India: Politics in Transition I     6 C 

B.MIS.116  Modern India: Politics in Transition II    6 C 

B.MIS.117  Religions in Modern India      6 C 

B.MIS.118  The media landscape of modern India    6 C 

B.MIS.119  Economic and Social Change in Modern India   6 C 

B.MIS.121  Development Economics of India     6 C 

B.MIS.122  Teaching Research Project Modern India Studies   12 C 

B.MIS.124  Methodological Approaches to Topics in Modern Indian Studies 6 C 

B.MIS.128  Topics in Modern Indian Studies     6 C 

B.MIS.130  Diversity and Inequality in Modern India I: 

Theoretical, methodological and comparative approaches   6 C 

B.MIS.131  Diversity and Inequality in Modern India II: 

Thematic perspectives      6 C 

B.MIS.135  Topics in Development Economics in India    6 C 

B.OAW.MC.001 Introduction to Modern China     12 C 

B.OAW.MS.05a Introduction to the history of pre-modern China   3 C 

B.OAW.MS.05b Introduction to the History of Modern China    3 C 

B.OAW.MS.09 Politics of Modern China II      6 C 

B.OAW.MS.15 Economy of Modern China II      6 C 

B.Spa.312  Hispanic America today      3 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0006 Field Research in the Global South     18 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0010 Economics of Latin America      6 C 

B.WIWI-SDS.0011 Economics of Africa       6 C 

The module B.WIWI-SDS.0005 Internship in the Global South (18 C) can be included in the 

specialisation upon request if it fits in with the content of the specialisation. The examination is 

carried out by the person responsible for the specialisation. 

db. Language modules totalling at least 12 C must be successfully completed: 

B.Antiquity.54  Classical Ethiopian (Ge'ez) I      6 C 

B.Eth.371d  Language studies: Swahili      6 C 

B.Ind.150  Hindi         12 C 



B.Ind.151  We speak Hindi I       3 C 

B.Ind.152  We speak Hindi for advanced learners    3 C 

B.Ind.153-1  Hindi Conversation I       4 C 

B.Ind.153-2  Hindi Reading I       4 C 

B.Ind.160  Intensive Language Course I: Introduction to a South Asian 

Language and/or Tibetan      6 C 

B.Ind.161  Intensive Language Course II: Consolidation of a South Asian 

Language and/or Tibetan      6 C 

B.MIS.706  Modern Indian Language - Intensive I    6 C 

B.MIS.709  Modern Indian Language - Intensive II    6 C 

B.OAW.MC.002 Basic Chinese II (A1)       6 C 

B.OAW.MC.01 Basic Chinese I (A1.1)      9 C 

SK.FS.ES  Spanish        6 C 

SK.FS.FR  French         6 C 

SK.FS.PT  Portuguese        6 C 

SK.Rom.312  Portuguese I        4 C 

SK.Rom.313  Portuguese II        5 C 

SK.Rom.314  Espanol I B.1.1       4 C 

SK.Rom.315   Espanol II B1.2       4 C 

SK.Rom.336  Portuguese III        3 C 

SK.Tur.01  Modern Mongolian I (irregular programme)    3 C 

3. Elective Area (24 C) 

In the elective area, modules totalling 24 C must be successfully completed in accordance with 

the following provisions: 

a. All modules not selected in section 2. specialisation area can be completed. 

b. All modules with the identifiers B.WIWI-BWL, B.WIWI-VWL, B.WIWI-WIN, B.WIWI-QMW, 

B.WIWI-WB, B.WIWI-OPH and B.WIWI-SDS.0005 Internship in the Global South may be 

selected. 

c. The following modules can be selected, whereby the respective admission requirements 

must be fulfilled: 

Modules from the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences with the identifier B.Agr. 



d. Language course modules totalling a maximum of 12 C can be selected. Modules in 

German, English and the student's native language cannot be considered. Information on the 

language courses offered at the University of Göttingen can be found at http://www.zess.uni-

goettingen.de or in the cross-faculty key competence programme. 

e. Modules from the following list of module groups and modules from the University of 

Göttingen's central key competence programme, provided that the admission requirements 

specified there are met. Modules with the identifier SK.AS will only be considered up to a 

maximum total of 7 C; modules will not be considered on a pro rata basis; a module that 

exceeds the maximum total of 7 C can only be considered as a voluntary additional 

examination. 

B.Soz.01  Introduction to Sociology      8 C 

SK.AS.BK  Modules Competences for professional integration 

SK.AS.FK  Leadership skills modules 

SK.AS.KK  Modules Communicative competences 

SK.AS.SK  Modules Social competences 

SK.AS.WK  Modules Knowledge and personal competences 

SK.DigKo.01  Data Reading Learning      6 C 

SK.GB.02  Communicative competence: Gender and diversity competence 

in communication       3 C 

f. In the elective area, other modules (alternative modules) can be taken instead of the modules 

under letters a. to d. in accordance with the following provisions. Prerequisites for the 

consideration of an alternative module are 

fa. an application by the student, which must be submitted to the Dean of Studies of the Faculty 

of Economic Science before the alternative module is taken; 

fb. the approval of the Dean of Studies of the faculty or teaching unit offering the alternative 

module. 

The decision on the approval of the application is made by the Dean of Studies of the Faculty 

of Economic Science. Before making the decision, the Dean of Studies will obtain an opinion 

on the appropriateness of the module replacement from lecturers of the degree programme in 

which the student is enrolled. The application can be rejected without stating reasons; the 

student making the application has no legal claim. The consideration of a module that has 

already been completed as an alternative module is excluded. 

 



4 Bachelor's Thesis 

The successful completion of the bachelor's thesis earns 12 C. The bachelor's thesis is written 

in the chosen specialisation. Those responsible for the specialisation must confirm in advance 

that the bachelor's thesis topic matches the specialisation. 

  



Appendix II: Graphics of the Recommended Study Programme
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